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Ashley Trout started in the Walla Walla wine industry at age eighteen in 1999.  She moved to Washington state 
from Washington DC to attend Whitman College and found that her “part-time” winery job was a full-time 
passion. 

Ashley began her winemaking career with Reininger Winery, where she worked in production and sales for 
eight years. Since then, she has worked for Tamarack Cellars, Waters Winery and TERO Estates in Walla 
Walla, and in 2004, she began working harvest regularly in Mendoza Argentina at Alta Vista and Tamari, 

working additional internships at Tapiz and Mendel. She launched her own company Flying Trout Wines in 
2006, focusing on single varietal Malbecs and Malbec blends. She sold the brand in 2010 and stayed on as the 

winemaker until 2015. 

   

In 2016, Ashley released inaugural wines for her two new brands, Brook & Bull Cellars and her non-profit, Vital 
Wines. 

Brook & Bull Cellars focuses on small lot, beautifully crafted but low oak varietals, brining Ashley’s signature 
style of structured, fruit and fermentation driven winemaking to a broader portfolio- showcasing the natural 
beauty of Washington State’s amazing viticulture.  

Ashley’s husband Brian Rudin is also an accomplished winemaker for Duckhorn Wine Co.’s Washington state 
winery, Canvasback.   They have two children who are still too young for winemaking but are expert grape-
samplers.  

Ashley’s commitment to strengthening the roles women and Latinos play in the wine industry has garnered 
national attention. Wine Enthusiast magazine named Ashley one of their “Top 40 Under 40” for 2018 and 
Wine & Spirits magazine just tapped Brook & Bull Cellars as Washington State’s “Winery to Watch” for 2019.  
She’s been printed in SIP magazine, Forbes and Alaskan Airlines magazine, while Brook & Bull’s accolades 
range from Wine Spectator, Wine & Spirits, and the Jeb Dunnuck report to Wine Enthusiast and beyond. 


